AP Literature and Composition 
Research Guide for Soviet Gulag work camp system. Please answer the following questions and gather any other information you might find useful in writing your research paper. 
1. What percentage of the Soviet population was incarcerated during the 1950s? You may choose a specific year if you like. 
2. What percent of incarcerated individuals were there for non-violent offences? 
3. How did race affect the likelihood of someone being incarcerated? 
4. What options were available to incarcerated individuals to better themselves (educational opportunities, skilled trades training, etc.)? 
5. What was an average day like in a Gulag work camp? 
6. What crimes were most likely to land an individual in a Gulag work camp? 
7. What were the positive aspects of the Gulag work camp system? 
8. What aspects of that system could have been improved? 
9. What constitutes “cruel and unusual punishment,” and was this practiced in the Gulag work camp system? Describe. 
Beyond the other questions, focus on any aspect of the Gulag work camp system that interests you. You will be expected to spend at least one hour continuing your research at home as homework.
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